
 

 

 

November 1, 2019 

Dear Stanley Community: 

On behalf of the Stanley Board of Trustees, we are pleased that Sumant Bhat will join us July 1, 2020, 

as the next Head of Stanley British Primary School. We intend to continue our periodic communication 

with the community throughout the school year as we work on this exciting leadership transition.  

Since announcing Sumant Bhat as the next Head of school, many trustees, teachers and members of the 

senior management team have been working behind the scenes, thoughtfully preparing for the transition. 

The board has formed a transition committee of Jon Gottesfeld, veteran 3-4-5 teacher, Buffy Naake, 

Director of Operations, Tom Thorpe, board member, and Katie Varholak, board president-elect. This 

committee will coordinate various community meetings next spring to introduce Sumant to our faculty 

and staff, parents, students and alumni. This committee will work with Tim and staff to convey to 

Sumant our school philosophy, educational program, policies and other information to ensure he is well 

equipped to successfully lead the school. 

Sumant asked that I let you know of his and his family’s great excitement to be part of the Stanley 

community. He looks forward to meeting and getting to know our students, faculty and all members of 

our community. To be respectful of Sumant’s responsibilities at his current school, these various 

meeting opportunities will be carefully scheduled. Sumant appreciates those who have reached out to 

him individually but must decline private invitations to meet with any individuals or groups, outside of 

the scheduled community meetings this spring, prior to becoming our head of school.  

We especially acknowledge and appreciate Tim’s steady leadership focused on making this a great year 

for our students, faculty and parents. We are in the process of forming a committee of faculty, staff and 

trustees to coordinate celebrations and other events to honor Tim’s tremendous contributions to Stanley 

over his past 25 years here. We will be sure to communicate as soon as these special events are 

scheduled this spring. If you would like to get involved in these efforts to honor Tim, please contact 

Karin Jonas, Director of Community Engagement (karin.jonas@stanlebyps.org). 

Very truly yours, 

 

Garth B. Jensen 

President, Stanley Board of Trustees 

 


